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On Oct. 24, Bolivia's major opposition parties rejected a proposal to postpone the candidate
selection period for the upcoming general elections, scheduled for May 7, 1989. The candidate
registration deadline is Dec. 6. Under Bolivian law, candidates for president, vice president,
senator and deputy currently holding public office must resign six months before the elections.
Spokespersons for the United Left (Izquierda Unida-IU) party said the suggestion was totally
anti-democratic, and could only be understood as a confirmation and exacerbation of the fraud
practiced by the governing party. The IU is currently the country's largest opposition group,
comprised of a coalition of parties. Included in the coalition are the Communist Party, Socialist
Party, and the Free Bolivia Movement (Movimiento Bolivia Libre). To date, the IU has already
selected its presidential and vice presidential candidates, while the governing party, the Nationalist
Revolutionary Movement (MNR), has chosen only its presidential candidate. The proposal to extend
the period for candidate selection for another 30 days was reportedly suggested to the Electoral
Court by a leader of the Nationalist Democratic Action party (Accion Democratica NacionalistaADN). The ADN acts as the MNR's political ally. Together the two parties control a majority in the
national congress. Although the proposal was not presented by the MNR or a government official,
it provoked an immediate reaction by opposition groups. According to remarks by a leader of the
Revolutionary Vanguard published in daily newspaper Hoy, the proposal is a maneuver in favor of
the MNR toward establishing a "lifetime dictatorship." A spokesperson for the Leftist Revolutionary
Movement (MIR) said the nature of proposal led the party to suspect that its objective is only to
resolve the MNR's problems, not those of the country as a whole. Local politicians and journalists
said the suggestion floated by the ADN is intended to permit several government ministers and
other officials to remain in their posts until year-end. (Basic data from AP, 10/24/88)
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